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OBJECTS.
to nil Unl tends to develop

American ItHeHlRMice on topics of the tiny. and
iho Bdopliou of ways nnd means to secure tins

Patriotism study or our country, nnd
discussion lliornon, which kerns nlivc tlie spirit
of American independence nnd loyalty- -

Charity Providing for the relief of the sufler-j'nj- r

nnd Hfllicled.
An organization for Reunion purposes nnd to

more practically cnfoice the principles of the
J.ovnl Home Workers has been formed, of winch
loftc IJ. Sherwood is President, nnd to which nil

ti ue nnd loynl members of the C. C. arc eligible.

PLEDGE OF LOYAL HOMK W0HKKBS.

PeaVrc Believing thnt loynliy lo the Union is
fidelity to the eain-- e of liberty, equality, and the
elevation of mankind, 1 solemnly pledirc myself

free institution. and, to theto enfelv guard our
cxionl ufmv ability. 1 will endeavor to d.Vcniinnlc
u knowledge of Ui.-i- r Krnt underlying piiiiciplcs
in the ooniiiiiiiiiiy '" which 1 live, nnd I will MnnU

liv our country nnd our flap; in nil lime-- - tt peril.
"I further pledKe tnyseir to nu u..-el- tct

nnd Inbor.in nil lmosof xcoxkoT ;--
- J'in nil tb'itof Proxiesfor the promotion

our American life. And J further P'.fHint II will, nn 1 Iihvo nudity mid
ill the spirit of dim ity. sympathy nnd nut to

thoho in duties nnd need, especially lo the tnem-burelii- p

of our Association.

TAKE NOTICE.
Tho time approaches for renewnl of your mem-lien-h- ip

fee. which is oa nominal llini every old
member who-- e dues expire Dec. SI. lb'J, bou 1

.anew nt once, mid Hud application along with
hoir renewni. Th- - Secreinry will inclose with

anoh nicmherehip out dm nent hook-irnu- wlnoii
helms neKoiii.ied for. Member- - this year will also

mntler nlnns the lineje supplied with interesting
flProKre-- s nnd Patriotism, nnd i our readings

wilMie huppliud evorylhintr nl koo.1 nt.

Amos 11.. SiMiiinii. Secretary. 5101 Mmurva ave-mu- e,

St. Louis. Mo.

HOLIDAY SENTIMENTS.

Poaco and Good-Wi- ll at the llnppy Cluibt-mastid- e.

HBRKY CnniSTMAS ASD HAPPY KCW YKAtt!

Those who will begin the new year, 1S96,

with tho hoatitiful National TiunrNn Cal-3nia- k,

bestowed in recognition of holiday seu-limon- ts

i keeping with the Fphitof tho Ben-ItO- II,

are ILidn M. Bouncy. Kiiia Ilallnu. JJello C.

iiderson, In.i Lord McDavitt, Cora James, h.
V. Gooalin, M. Ettic Fuller. Tdrs. Mnry A.

Weaver, Cora Davidson, nnd Edith M. Hainc.
To Lida I. Bouncy, "War Songs" is awarded
for a sentiment most in accord with tho spirit
of the season.

As Nina Ballou, Belle C. Anderson, M. EU10
Fuller, and Edith H. Haines are already calenda-

r-win nois, for Christinas work directions.
Eorae other sou vouiirs in their cases will be sub-

stituted.
TOE FriBIT OF cnEISTMAS.

The spirit of Christmas is shown, not in tho
hanging-ti- p of evorgreeiiF, or in the chime of
stiver bells sounding over fields of glistening
white; for Christ mastidc means just as much
to those within the tropics, where flowers htonru
all tho vear and snow is never seen. 3t is shown
in our'cclebiation of the birth of him who
brouclit lipht and love and life into a dark and
death-stricke- n world; and the fittest observ-

ance of that day is in doins: some pood deed,
or say ins some triad word, to cheer the lonely
nnd make hopeful the despairinc.

Lida hi. Bouncy, Slato Lick, Pa.

AT CUEISTilASTIDIX

The merry chime of CnrintuiiiN bells
'OTieblrtli of nur Jtedeemer tultti.

' ' A.'wve Of Jove ftweups far and wide,
And the world ib fair

At ChriBlmnBtide.

IMny overy heart with Uiuduci-- s thrill
(For nil niHiikliid, with riht jjood-wil- l;

Tiie dovi- - of peace to ciiclinp: wide
To consecrate

Our Chrii-tmntlid-

Nina Ballou. Durham, N. LT.

THE FinST CHBIST21A&

While deft finpeis arc busy preparinc simple
pifts, that will be all the moro precious for the
loving thoughts wrought in amouu the stitches.
let our thoughts wander to the firt Ciiri&tmas
in Ecthlehom, when our Heavenly Father gave
bis unspeakable gift to the world, and the Star
in the East arose and shone, to guide the wise
men to the place whore our Savior was found,
that they might woiship him. Let each one
of us strive to help some lonely heart enjoy a
happy holiday reason this year.

Belle C. Anderson, Guthrie, O. T.

CHMBIMAS 3IKMOU1ES.

In l! tlt yenr nf j..v nnd pain
That fill hiiihi.'h life full,

'MoiisuU the ler iIiiiib of tjie past s
TliHl at Hn' lnrt -- rings pull,

There'ri nothing hoidi you quite fco fast,
"With kucli h holy jri.

Ab r"itnorn-- b of the holidays
A ueoiUlt-ui- i (he iiji.

Who Chni'.uiHn-gif(- a and Kcw Tear bells
Itn i riot in the brain,

And lronn the tioiii in coftenluc tlioughta
Kemoved frnin lossorig&in,

Theie'e not in nil the linniitn heart
uoN ig upull.

As In tbo "Merrv Clitiliinih" nook
And "Happy New YomV dwell.

Cora Huron, S. D.

CHRISTMAS IN Till! lfEAKT.

As Ohristmtts comes but onco a year, let ns
itbow our love far ChriBt, and that we have the
true conception of his love for tis, by putting
aside all hard feeling and enmity toward every-
one, evon though tuey have done us grievous
wrong, and in our hearts forgiving them aswe
hope to be forgiven. If we do this we will en-

joy true liKppiuee, and can join with tho bclis
uu Christmas when tliny peal forth God's
"Peace on ctrth, ood will toward men."

Edith Jd. Haines, Ernst St. Louis, ilo.
OHirlST 18 COMK.

TJie'tioll?,iienf1rortli tlieir niithems
QfpOHce Mid ChnMiniifi chi-er- ;

iOiHi cHine not whli the unking.
iJJulwHli tins dyniKyonr.

lua Lord SlcDavitt, Vfneland, N. J.
"CMUte1IAb HOWUAYH.

TJdlidaj'. or holidays, is a term applied to a
foetfvat oUirvd by the CiniBtian Church in
memory f the birth of Christ. The chief day
of this sqwjou of holidays is fcet apart as a Na-
tional holiday, which is Dec 25, and is called
Christmas (Christ's iiihsb). (hmtiamj should
be voryHJweiu! in the observance of this day
or the blcsbed memory it commemorates.

C. V. Uoodlin, Pravo, 0.
OnillBTMAR MJOIOUIES.

Meuinr1ueior nwcot arc turuinc
AMiic K'rfilnn lnyr! K" by,

AVIille n C. (X we nrcformiitcIMuiidrthlps thnt fll ih-v- .t die.
Mrs. aim-- A. Weaver (aged 72). Alma. Mich.

wmvjj TO J5K luci: him.
We should strivo to bo like Christ, whose

birthday 4eaht wo colebrato at Christmas. Ho
epuiitall His life doing good, and died at labt
that wo might live.

i!c is the Piincc of Peace, tho King of
Huwvoit and oarth. but His only throuo while
on uarth was the crtiol crois on Calvary, and
Me oulyiorowii a crown of thorns.

Cora Davidson, Etviug, Tonn.
JUJ-KC- THK OI.AI) BONO.

Christmas is n.miod after dirist, who cjime
that cay 6 a kwrvty of our jioace. happinebs,
iroout vonaoltition, and eternal life la tbo

Cieat horftor.
Eyory gift ulioiild be offorcd in gratoful

of God's gteat and matchless gift
to tbo world a Savior. And' may we all
strive by otir words ami acts to cuumj every
heart we can to o tbo song the" auceis
fsmk w toiif; Hgo oVot lhc blue hill of Judea:
"iolmry to Gt4 in tlio highest, and on earth i

penao, ko4-v.'- 1 lownrd wpii."
ML Euk' Fttilcr, Spring Inke, N. Y.

In ttcmoiy f iltrv. C. jr. Smith, Author of.. j w Oonntry, '(Hs of UUimi."
' "!' tmt4c swnH ili Imw

.U.H i :iu houi :)l the ir,aivc irrcedmi'fl song.''

teirifeihiiftf-fiitiiirr'-
' -

motto. Pro ptria,
Flower.- - Forget 'me-no- t.

Objects ProgresPatriotom

TIIK GLOIIIOUS STKAIXS.
Whcnovor our voices rise and onr hearts

swell with tho glorious strains of "America"
tho memory of the gentle author will hover
like a sweet fragrance about us and mingle
with tho noble scntimonts of the hymn.

Nina Ballou.
"WHILE AMKBICA MEANS FUEKDOM.

As long as America stands for freedom and
wo chu si tig,

"My native country! Theo,
Land of the noble free,

Thy nnme I love,"
our hearts will swell with gratitude to the
man who has given us our great National
hymn.

Wo cannot afford to forget the singers of our
songs anymoie than wc can afford to forgot
the hemes of our battles.

May the name of Samuel Francis Smith as

immortal as his verse! Pro Patria
Belle Smith, Whiooski, Wis.

iovr.D rorrr, lono to thee.
-- Loved pout, long to thee
Sim 1 clinx our memory

lu gratitude;
Pol -- ucli a life as thine.
io filled with deeds divine,
Bad rcHched a hilit bubllinc,

Jire called to ko.

How oft and oflairaln.
Though hileut be thy pen,

Tluoiigh years to come.
AVhen 'mill vnst crowilt wo meet,
"Will thrill "My t'ounlry" sweet,
.Out liileuint; eait to ureet.
"Willi trump and diuui.

Marietta Wymau Perry, Bichardson, 111.

EA IlLI T.ST KKCOLLKCTI ON.

One of my earliest recollections of pchool-lif- c

in a huge dtj' is tho iciuembrant'O of singing
each morning Dr. S. F. Smith's patriotic toiig,
"5Iy Country, 'Tis of Thee."

.May his foul rest in sweet peace forever.
Belle C. Anderson, Guthrie, Okla.

SWKKT 11AKD OF LIItUUTY.
My counlrymnr., to thee,
Sweet bird of liberty.

Humbly 1 biiiiK
One leaf for thy crowned brow.
And Willi my luvc emlihr,
3'JneJug hefoio thee now

My oQeliug.

Noble exemplnr. thee.
Patriot, poel. thiec.

Thy name we love;
We love thy lofly lays.
Thy of merrd praise,
Lead us in nobler ways "

To Him above.

Let tongues celestial greet.
And cive thee welcome meet,

A ransomed botil;
E'er may thy smiirs nkcind,
M'hiie freedoiu'a voice blend
lu sough that know no end,

While nue-- s lull.
Maggie L. Hover, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

hi:ai:d n. tMiTii jiixitii.
"A few years ago, while a student at Highland
Park Normal Collcue. Dcs Glomes, I had the
pleasure of hearing llev. S, F. Smith recite his
well-know- n hymn, "My Country, 'Tis of
Thee."

ah cr giving an account oi now ne came to i

write it, someone in the audience requested '

that it be Bung, and all joined with enthusiasm ;

in swelling tho music of this beautiful hymn j

so laminar to us all.

HWmMm
Ella E. Calkins.

It was a rare treat to nic to eco this grand
old man and hear from hjs own lips the words
Fo dear to every loyal American.

Shall we not seek to keep alive the spirit of
patriotism evoked by his anthem? And as tbo
pafety, piospcrity aud glory of "My Couutry "
depends upon the efforts of each individual,
may wo do all within our power to prepare our-
selves in every way to be true, intelligent and
loyal citizens, tllat the glory and honor of our
couutry may never grow less, but may bo a
light to all nations.

Ella 12. Calkins, Lacellc, Iowa.
A MAN AMONG MEN.

Eightycars ago my father introduced mo to
Dr. S. F. Smith in tho depot of the Boston &
Bangor Bail road. Boston. Though quite oung
nt the time, I could not help marking the fine
color and open, benign countenauco of this
renowned man. Little did I realize the weight
of years when bo told me bo was nearly 80.

When 1 read of his death those eight years
came rusluug back to me like tho.waters of a
pent-u- p sea those eight years swiftly flying
pastas if time had unloosed the spool of ago
and let the string of years run out; and in the
past I see a sentence four centuries old:

"The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars,
but in ourselves that wcaro underlings."

The advantages of wealth were not Dr.
Smith's when he entered Harvard College; but
by hard labor and by grasping opportunities at
the right timo he ranked among tho first men
of tho Nation.

Did I say among the first men of the Nation ?
Among tbo first men of the world, I should
have said. Appreciating the blessings of lib-ert-

loving bis Nation next to bis God, his
pure, grand soul burst out iu one glad refrain:

' My country, 'tin of thee.
Sweet land or liberty."

Who has not sung that song? The chained,
marching slave of Madagascar, dreaming of lib-
erty, is hinging of such a country "My coun-
try, 'tis or thee." Tho dying Armenian, op-
pressed by Turkish despotism, is looking with
longing eyes across tho occau aud sighing
"My country, 'tis of thee." The Irish serv-
ant girl is paving the Atlantic with her hard-earne- d'

dollars that her descendants may walk
to Dr. .Smith's "Sweet land of liberty."

Marc Anthony said, "I come to bury Cesar,
not to praise him." Let me say, I come lo
praise Dr. Smith, for is there any who can bury
him? No; ho shall live iniinoital in the mem-
ory of his countrymen.

The glory of granito or brass need not bo
raised; no tombstone ls necessary to tell his
country that she had a Dr. Smith. Whosoever
shall mark bis grave let him writo upon it,
" Here lies a man his country loves."

Frank M. Kemp, Hazlcton, Pa,

LOYAL 110.1112 WOniCEKS.

Heaiiquautehs Loyal Home Wokkkks,
5181 MlXEBVA A YEN UK, ST. LOUIS. JDec. 1--

Beport No. 7.

The following persons make application for
imiinborship in tho L.U.W. Jf no protest to
tbotr enrollment is received within on o week
fiom th hi dale of publication. Dec. 26, 1SD5,
Lbcy will, he enrolled iu accordance with tbo
C, K. and K.:

Dora Davis, Beaumont. Ga.
Sndie E. Maynard, La lfarpc. 111.

Buth Maynard, La Harpe. 111.

Emma C. Davis, 5 Beacon avenue, Providence,
B.I.

lSespcctfully submitted.
A.JIL.S L. Seaman, Secretary.

!THB NATIONAL TBIBME:

SWEET WORDS OF SYMPATHY.
Whereas tho Death Angel hn- - entered the homo

of our loynl tUter, MiiKcie.T. McClelland, remov-
ing her dearly beloved mother and brother: Tiiere-foi- c,

be it
nctalved. That we lender our warmest sympathy

to Sister Mngglo in her bereavement, and, while
we feel Hint our words may be slow iu giving com-
fort, yet we "know there is one whose words will
bring pence nnd whose arm will uphold her in her
hour of trial;

Resolved, That n copy of these resolutions bo sent
to our sorrowing sister, nnd nnotber copy bo sent
to The National Tihbcxk for publication.

0H.A BlU.1. HOTHAM. )
J. H. NKAiiniuiACMvit.
Lexocc A. BtVElts, )

A FLAG CONTRAST.

I was much interested in Harrison Gordon's
letter. Truly ho deserves a royal welcome
from us for bis work for the flng.

Now, hero is a contrast. In a certain littlo
village, between 50 and GO miles from Pitts-
burg, the Jr. 0. U. A. M. presented a flag to tho
school. A few days ago a gentleman from that
villago was horc, and I asked about tho flag.

To my surprise bo told mo that (ho teacher
had taken no care of it, but had allowed it to
remain out in all kinds of weather, in rain and
storm, and that which was a thing of beaulyis
now a toin and tattered flag.

And this in tho grand old Koystono State !

Truly somo of our teachers need an awakening,
and need a fow lessons in patriotism.

With best wishes for a merry, merry Christ-
mas and a happy New Year, I am, loyally
yours 01 la Bell Hotham, Pittsburg, Pa.

THE sunfloweb circle.
Onr Sunflower Circle is growing, and wo aro

looking forward with pleasure Jo tho noxt He-unio- n

to bo held in Beloit. probably in Feb
ruary nest, though an effott is being niado to
have tho G.A.K. Encampment, at which timo
we meet, put off lo April.

We are out hero with hard times slaring us
in the face, doing all wo can to encourage and
keep things moving ahead, and asking the
sympathy and encouragement of all.

One of our Kansas L.H.W., M. Alice Gale,
was recently married to Bobert Erskine, both
of Carbondalc, Kan., whero they will be at
homo to all their C. C. and L.1LW. friends.
Although Mr. Erskino is not a member of our
Order, he is one of the true, loyal hoys, and wo
aro in hopes Sister Alice will bring'him inside
tho ring by getting him to join tho L.U.W.
and Sunflower Circle. Congratulations aro in
order.

Wc notice somo advocating the organization
of States in Circles. Kansas thought this a
good idea, and organized Kansas Sunflower
Circle last February. Are wo ahead ?

Another of our membeis has gone to join tho
ranks above. Wo have to chronicle tho sad
news of our brother, Henri Leo C Duncan,
who died at Carbondalc, Kan., Nov. 23, 18!)5, at
the age of 21 years.

Henri was the oldest Eon of Mr. and Mrs.
William Duncan. Ho was a young man of
sterling worth, honest, upright, and beloved by
all of his acquaintances. Whilo he hnd been
sick for some time, none thought death so near.
Owing to necrosis of tho end of tho elbow
joint of his left arm it was found necessary
to amputate his arm, and iu his weak physi-
cal condition ho could not survive tho opera-
tion. While we do not understand why tho
young must betaken, God's ways aro just, and
sometime we will understand all these things
that look so dark to us now. What is our loss
is Heaven's gain.

Eatella N. Edgecombe, Phillipsburg, Kan.
OUB FLAG I'AUT II.

' Jly Lizzie li. Aldridu
Though Congress. Juno M, 1777, resolved that

the flag of the United States be 13 stripes, alter-
nately red and white, and that tho .Union bo 13
white stars upon a blue field, as printed in tbo
Philadelphia papers in August, 1777. yet it was
not officially promulgated over the signatures
of Congress until Sept. 'A. 1777.

Capr. Paul Jones was picscntcd with tiio first
American flag by the patriotic Indies of Phila-
delphia; he was so delighted that he procured
h sinai 1 boat and sailed up aud down the Dela
ware Icivcr, wheie it was viewed aud cheered
by thousands.

Congress on June 1-- 1777. gave Capt. Panl
Jones command of the Banger, but he d id not
Kill to sea until Nov. 1, and after a voyago of
30 days reached Nantes; fiom there ho sailed
to Qiiihcron Bay, convoying sonic American
ve.ols to the care of Admiral La Motte Piquet.

Dr. Green, Surgeon of tho Banger, mentions
the first'flag salute in bis diary. Date, Sat

II, 177S, he says:
"Very equally wether; camo to sail at 1

o'clock p. m.; salutci the French Admiral; re-

ceived nine guns in return; first salute ever
paid tho American ll.tg.

"Sunday, Feb. 15, 177S, brig ludependcnco
saluted tho French ilasr, which was returned."

The first military incident connected with
our flag occurred Auu. 2, 1777. Lieut!'. Bird
and Brant invested Foit Siauwix. then by

Col. Peter Gatiscvoort. The garrison
was without a flug, but their ingenuity soon
supplied this, and in conformity to the pattern

ju-s- t adopted by Cougres". Shirts wcro cut up
to form the while stripes, bits of scarlet cloth
jr.iucd together for tho red stripes, tho blue
ground was composed of a cloth cloak belong-
ing to Capr. Swartwont, of Dnchcss County,
N. Y. Beforo sunset this crudo hut glorious
standard was floating proudly over one of tho
bastions. The siege was raised Aug. 22, hut we
aro trot told what became of the flag.

Beyond a doubtlhe VA Stars and Stripe3 wcro
unfurled at the battle of Brandywine, Sept. 11,
liu, and again at Gcrraantown, Oct. 4. They
witnc.sst'd the surrender of Burgoyno ut Sara-toc- a

on Oct. 17.
The dear Hag wo love waved over and helped

to cheer the cloomy Winter of 1777, '78, at Val-
ley Forge, and it floated triumphantly the
next Winter and at tho surrender of Cor-
nwall at Yorktown, Oct. 19, 1781.

On Jan. 25. 1778, tho Stais and Stripes waved
over a foreign foi tress for the first time, that of
lort Nassau, on the Inland of New Providence,
after a conquest of tho British sloop Groyton.

Kcd, white nnd blue, wave on.
Never may aire or sou thy glory mar;

kccureio Liberty, honored on laud mid sen,
Unfurled forever be each stripe and Ibtar.

"OUIl ROI.L-CALr- ..'

The letters v.s. mean veteran's win, v.d. veter-an- V

daughter and v.w. veier:ui' widow--: members
of iihsociaiious uill be mnrued S.V. aud D.V.j

Fred Chcrrington and Eflio and Annie Cher-ringto- u,

b. and d.v., Durgan, 0.; Belle M.
Mathews, Whitestown, Pa.; Sarah Neith, Inde-
pendence, Iowa. Total, 15.2U9.

PASSING IX REVIEW.

Matlie A. M. Grayum, Evergreen, O., in for-
warding the Chcrrington names, says Fred is
ii young lawyer, destined to make his mark in
the win Id. All are children of John If. Chcr-
rington, who served through tho war, was taken
prisoner, aud had many thrilling experiences;
and all aro members of the M. E. Church aud
Epworth League.

Belle M. Mathews writes thoro is nothing in
her power she would not do to benefit the old
soldiers. She says: "I would like to shako
bands with Harrison Gordon. Success to him,
aud let us all lend a hand."

Cad M. Kepncr sends tbo name of Sarah
Keith for enrollment, aud issuresho will provo
a worthy member. Sho has just had the pleas-
ure of meeting Edna M. Poor, and is euro her
association with Emma Martin iu Iowa Hos-
pital woik, Independence, Iowa, will lesult in
a lasting friendship.

The National Tribune Calendars will bo
mailed this week to tbo several winners. Any-
one failing to receive one will please give noti-
fication promptly.

The next feature of The Loyal Homo Work-
ers Department will be "Tho Flag iu Our
Schoolp," papers furnished through M. Dell
Adams, Chairman Committee on Brogrcss.

Emma K. Mat tin writes: "My address is
changed from Indcpendenceto520CoIumbusSt.,
Burlington, Iowa. If tliero aro any CC.'s near,
or passing through the city, 1 shall be pleased
to meet them if they will drop me a note, that
1 may arrange for tho time. May you all
have a meiry Christmas and a happy and pros-
perous New Year."

Ella E. Calkins, one of onr tried and (ruo
members, is a daughter of a 42d III. veteran,
now of Lacellc, Iowa. Sho is a hrunet, with
dark hair and eyes. Sho is a pen-artis- t, and
engaged in pen work, by mail; an amateur
painter iu oil, and was a school teacher .before
taking up pen art. Sho is a lover of good books ;
Holland her favorite author, and Longfellow
and Bryant favorite poets; member of M. E.
Church, First Vice-Preside- nt of Epworth
League, aud a teacher iu the Sabbath-schoo- l.

Membeis of tho Woman's Board of tho Co-
lumbian Exposition visited Atlanta and wore
royally entertained by tho Woman's Board of
tho Southern, Fair.

Frro to AH Women.
I linve learned of a. very Pimple home treatment which

will readily cure all lomnlc disorder, painful periods.
diiilawmcuiB or irregularities, and will gladly

ui it frr lu miy uiOeriu; wouiau. AU4'j MlI . Uutli, Jcj.t. Ilf

r

WASHfflGTOff, 7tt ft," THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1S95.

SUNDAY MEDITATION.

A. Stiidv of the International Sunday-Scho-ol

Lesson Appointed for Jan.

5, 1S96.

Subject: Tho Rlrth or St. Jolm Baptist Torc-tbl- tl

to Zachiirias by an Angel. St. Luke,
1:5-1- 7.

fOno reading thco notM should first carefully
study tho paragraph from tho Holy Scriptures as
indicated above.!

Intboductoby.
Wro aro now to study for somo timo the

Gosnel according to SI. Luke. It is plain ho
was a companion of at. ,1'aul. soo uoi., i:n;
Philemon. 21 ; 2 Tim.. 1:11. It is thought ho
is referred to in 2 Cor., 8:18. Ho is called
Lucas, which is a contraction of Lucanus.
Philcni., 21. It is thought from Col., 4: 11,

that ho was not a Jow, from the fact ho is not
mentioned as one (if tho circumcised. Ho
wroto tho third Gospel, and it is named from
him. Ho also wroto tho book of tho Acts of
tho Anostlcs. It is not thought ho ever saw
Christ. Tradition says ho was a painter, aud
Christian art represents him symbolically by
tho figuro of au ox. His Day in the Church
Kalendar is Oct. 18. Wo aro sure of very littlo
of the personal characteristics of tho Evangelist.
We know ho lived many years, was a diligent
worker for tho Church, .suffered many hard-
ships. Some traditions dcclaro he died a mar-
tyr.
The Birth of St. John Baptist Pbophe-cie- d.

Data.
We have tho singlo account of St. Luke,

1:5-1- 7, Tho story is told iu a vory simple,
tender way.

Time.

Wc date three-fourth- s of a year beforo tho
birth of St. John Baptist. 15 months beforo tho
advent of tho Mcssiali Jesus. Our Bible mar-
gins say, "Beforo tho common account called
Anno Domini tho sixth year" B. Co to G

about 1,900 years ago.

Tlacc. 9
Tho visit of thaaugol to Zacbarias was mado

at Jerusalem in tho Holy Placo of tho Temple
on Mr. Mnriah. Tho room was dark, lighted
only by a candelabra. In it was tho table, or
altar, of incenso and tbo sacred bread used in
the religious services. When tho peoplo wcro
praying in tho moro exterior part of tho
Temple, ZacliHrias, as tho thou officiating
priest, olTcied incense on the altar in tho Holy
Place. Ho whs unattended. Alono in that
sacred place, engaged iu a hoiy rite, quite ab-

sorbed ill his religious feeling, ho must havn
been amazingly surprised when thoro appeared
a form, most likely human in shape. Thou
when words were uttered in that Place, which
was not given to conversation, no wonder ho
wa3 so deeply impressed.

The Parents.
Tho father and mother were Zacharias and

Elizabeth. They had been married many
years, but bad no children. There was no ex-

pectation of parentage. The priest aud his
wifo were advanced in years. So much moro
surprised was Z:ichnri;is when told by tho
Angel that a sou was Soon to bo born to him.
Thero was great fitness 'in the fact parents of
a sou destined to such distinction as was the
forerunner of Christ, were so consistent iu
their lives. Both wtfro righteous. The tidings
of parentage wcro Welcomed by both. It was,
in fact, in accordance with an earnest prayer
of their earlier married life. Aud the event
was the moro gratefel since tho son was to bo
so honored to become so great a help to tbo
Messiah and to receive such renown during
all lime. t

Tic &n.
By Oriental custom, when a great charac-

ter was to appear, lip was heralded by criors,
who went iu advance atid prepared the peoplo
to receive the royal person. Tho ollico-wor- k

of St. John Baptist wiu 19 net as forerunner of
Jesus. Fitly ho was born one-ha- lf year be-

fore tho Messiah; fitly he entered on his career
six mouths beforo Jefiiis began His ministry.
He baptized Christ and introduced him to tho
world. Wo seo he was of tho Levitical tribe
son of a priest. II 13 mother, too, of Aaron ic
origin, ins name was given from heaven,
John. V. 13. When the parents.camo to give
tho sou name, tho father, Zacharias, recalled
this fact, aud insisted his son should bo named
John. Ho is often called St. John Baptist to
point out a largo part of his work, which was
to baptize. Ho passed bis first years at Juttah
near Hebron. He probably studied much with
his father. Sometime beforo ho was 30 years
old he went out into tho wilderness of Jude.i
and began to stir up tbo people, declaring to
them the speedy coming of tho Messiah urg-
ing them to suitable spiritual preparation
meeting great success. When Jesus camo his
forerunner's work was practically completed.
He withdrew somewhat from tho field. Ho
decreased while Christ increased. Ho met
great persecution at length aud becamo --a
martyr. His head was cut off by order of
Herod An Upas.

J2rn(!)iifion&
1. Herod. V. 5. Herod tho Great. He con-

tinued to rule till the Infant Jesus was, wo
may suppose, 0110 year old. His sons succeeded
him, dividing up the territory and adding to
it. Wo remember tho Jews were then a sub-
jected people, under tho rulo of Governors ap
pointed by tho IComan authority. This was a
great grief to tho Jews, and tho idea of salva-
tion in their minds was rescuo from such
heathen control.

2. Course of Abia (Abijah). Tho priests wero
divided up into 21 classes or courses, and ren-
dered service successively for two veek3. Zach-
arias belonged to tho courso of Abia, which
was officiating at tho time tho Angel appeared
to him. The timo was probably fitted to tho
place. Gabriel could havo called Zacharias
when tho priest was iu somo humble spot ab
Juttah, but it was very fitting tho communica-
tion, which was so important, impressive, sig-
nificant for time and eternity, bo made in tbo
Holy Place.

3. Bigbtcous beforo God. G. Tboy were
righteous in tho sense in which God interprets
that word. God would call them righteous!
There aro differont standards of right. Tho
standard of God is moro delicato than that of
man, aud tho human standard is not uniform.
Tlioy wero not righteous as God is righteous,
but they woro lightcous according to their
knowlodgo of right and their ability to match
by conduct their ideal of right.

4. Walking. V. 5. Living, in tlieir conduct.
Tho paths of their lives wero along tho avenues
of religious duties as prescribed by God.

5. Commandments and ordinances. V. G. Wo
are responsible creatures. Gcd holds us to tho
Divine law. Special referonco may bo mado
to tho Ten Commandments, known as tho Moral
Law. But Zacharias aiTd wifo observed alto
tbo ceremonial or Levitical laws. They kept
sacredly all the rites which God prescribed
through Moses.

G. Blameless. V. G'. Wo cannot imagine tbo
parents of St. John were perfectly sinless. Had
they been, they could havo dispensed with tho
ceremonial law. Tlfey ljad, if absolutely holy,
no need to olfcr sacrifice?. When men and
women do as well as they? can consistently with
tho knowledgo possiblo 'for them to gain as to
tho right aud wrong, oven God docs not cen-
sure them. Then ZachaYias and Elizabeth so
lived in society that 'peo'plo did not hold them
in contempt. Tlioy commended themselves to
the judgments of associates.

7. Barren. V. 7. It isUo bo rememborcd tho
Jews havo always favoretl progeny. Tho hopo
of parcutago of tho Messiah oxplains to a largo
extent this fact. j.-f- i

8. Temple. V. D. TJ:o structuro was vory
large, with many apartments. Tho place whero
tho peoplo prayed, tbo "without" of vorso 10,
was tho Court of tho Women. The placo whero
tho Augol met Zacharias was the Holy of Ho-

lies.
0. Lot. V. 9. The order of tbo courses bad

boon settled by lot. After having been once
settled, tboy wero continued in the samo order.

10. Incense. V. U-- ll. Tho composition of
tho incenso was prescribed by God through
Moses. Its uso had a siguiticanco as connected
with prayer. It meant prayer is acceptable to
God as grateful odor is to 113. As incense rises
gently on high, so it is tho hope of the devotee
that his prayers reach tho car of God iu tho
Heaven abovo. Tho hours of prayer at tbo
Tcmplo wero I) a. in. and 3 p. m., and' at those
times, when tho people wero in prayer, the priest
entered the Holy of Holies, and, casting cer-
tain iugredieuts upon tho altar firo,causcd a

richly perfumed incenso to float away on tho
"air.

11. Angel. 11. Snpposably tho Angol Ga-

briel. Angels havo much to do in our interest.
They woro greatly concerned about our salva-
tion. Tho form was probably that of an ap-

parently incarnated man. It is not likely
Zacharias bad over beforo scon an Angol, and
that ho felt much foar is no woudor. Vs. 12,
13.

12. Joy and gladness. 11. Thoso words aro
not only slightly different in meaning, but
their uso is to mako tho fact of dolightmnro
emphatic a sort of dwelling on a desirablo
thought.

13. Mnny. 14. Doubtless Zacharias and
Elizaboth wcro greatly congratulated whon
their son was born. Wo can imagino neighbors
and frionds gathering at tho priest's homo and
saying many happy words to tho venerable
father and mother. But more yet. Many still
rejoico at tho birth of St. John Baptist. Wo
aro happy our Savior had a fororunnorso faith-
ful as Zxcharins's son. Wo havo a day in tbo
Church Kalendar for keoping in memory his
birth and mission.

14. Verso 15 shows St. John Baptist WR3 a
Nazarinc ono who took on himself very strict
vows. Nil, 6:2-2-1.

15. Filled. 15. Under tho influence of tho
Holy Spirit.

1G. Turn. 10. Wc read tho lifo of St. John
Baptist, and find ho led hosts of persons to rec-oguiz- o

Christ as their Savior.
17. In tho spirit and power of Elias (Elijah).

V. 17. In a spirit and power like thoso ex-

hibited by that groat prophet; full of energy
and very offectivo; not zeal without strength,
nor power to do with no disposition to uso it;
spiritual power. Connect Holy Ghost (spirit)
of verso 15 with spirit and (ofj power in verso
17.

18. Beforo him. V. 17. Boforc him in timo.
St. John Baptist was born six months beforo
Christ, and bogan hi3 ministry six months
beforo Jesus entered on hi3 work or mission.
" Boforo him " has also the senso of introducing
him to tho world.

19. Wo seo tho work of St. John Baptist was
twofold domestic nnd civil, paternal and gov-

ernmental. Familicsshould become interested
in each other. Socioty is concerned in having
nil tho subjects obey tho law3 and maintain
justice iu community. It is sad when fatbors
arc not concerned for their offspring. It is a
soffous sta'o of things when tho laws aro dis-
obeyed and injustice gains place.

20. People prepared. 17. Tliero is call for
a pauso in ordinary affairs a separation nt
times from secular concerns for religious
thought or work. A part of the work of every
clergyman is to instruct peoplo in such linc3
as may best fit them for tiecoming followers of
Christ. A preliminary training is necessary.
The work, in largo part, of tho Sunday-scho- ol

is to mako ready a body of children prepared
for tho Lord disciplined for roligious duties,
practiced in obodiencc. So of tbo home; so of
our schools for secular instruction. All train-
ing should look forward to the preparation of
children for Church aud state

Suggestions.

1. Wc seo in Zacharias and Elizabeth a beau-
tiful instanco of au oxcmpliry marriage. It is
evident, too, that such consistency such de-

votion to each other was duo to tho cultiva-
tion of piety. In domestic life pure religion
is a guarauteo of harmony. When so many
homes aro wrecked, when divorces aro so
numerous, when family lifo is often quarrel-
some, the question of cause comes up nnd wants
answor. Whilo tho Protestant branch of tho
Church docs not regard marriago in the light
of a sacrament, yet it does not caro to have tho
public understand it imagines that marriago
should ho entered into lightly or lived without
the spirit of Christ. Tho demand of tho coun-
try to-da- y is for homes built on tho principles
of God's Word. Marriago must be magnified
in its sacred nc33. Divorces should be rare and
always dreaded never sought save as tho last
rcsoit; never granted for minor reasons; never
bought, never sold. Tho homo of Zacharias
and Elizabeth was a model. Tho character of
tho parents gives tone to the home. They who
aro parents should in special bo dovout, so that
tho first impressions of children may iuspiru
them to goodness.

2. Wo must learn to oboy. G. The power to
do this is a first element of success. No ono
can command unless he can obey. Seo "diso-
bedient" iu V. 17.

3. Cultivato righteousness. V. 6. Try to
maintain a good status in society. Commond
j'our conduct to your associates. If you cannot
escape human blame, try to gain divine ap-

proval. Persons may raise a wrong standard
or misjudge, but God is always fair.

4. Wo learn that prayer is acceptable to God.
Let it daily ascend as incenso from the altar of
your hearts. God hcar3 prayer. V. 13.

5. Angels are our ministering spirit3. V. 11.
6. Seek tho influence of tho Holy spirit. V.

15.
7. Temperance principles should bo taught

and practiced.
8. Bo forerunners of Christ. Get things

ready for him. Bcmovo obstacles. Prepare
his way.

9. Justice is wisdom. To bo just is tho part
of discretion. To love and obey God are proofs
wc far God, and tho fear of God is tho hegin-uiu- g

of wisdom.
10. Turn to tho Lord. 16, 17. Head for tho

right. Walk iu paths that lead to holiness.
Turn away from sin.

Prayer.
Almighty God, by whoso providence thy

servant John Baptist was wondorfully born,
and sent to preparo tho way of Thy Son our
Savior, by preaching repcutanco; mako us to
follow his doctrine and holy life, that wo may
truly repent according to his preaching; and
after his example constantly sneak tho truth,
boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for tho
truth's sake; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

RJYSTERY.

fKrcry render is Invited to send solutions nnd
original coniriluitiouH. and to compete for prizes
ottered. Definitions followed by nu asterisk ()
aro of ohjolelu word.". Address all communica-
tions lo Puzzle Editor, The National Tkiudse,
Washington, D. C.l

IIEUE'S LOOKING FOR YOUi
COMRADE.

I met a innn whose very soul
Seemed filled with deepest woe;

Said I. "My friend, what means this grief?
AVIiy do thoso tear drops flow?

Come, conic ! cheer up! do not give way I

Brace up. and be a man ! "
"Ab, sir." ho groaned; "you do not know

My grief, nor never can.
For life or death, or wealth, or fame,

I do not care a fig.
But. oh, I fear I can't attend

The Kastcru Puzzlers' League."

letond ngbasl, then cried, nlnrmcd:
" This is homo fearful jest;

Spenlc, man. the truth, and so allay
Tho iiiiguish in my breast;

You really can't mean what you say
There's Miirely some mistake;

Quit joking, nortnnd serious be
You must, for goodness sake."

But still tho tenrdrops iu hi.s eyes
Welled over round and big;

Ho hook his head : " I cn't attend
The Eastern Puzzlers' League."

"" Why, man!" I cried, "think what you mis?,
Think well before you .speak;

Your act will haunt you all through life,
And not a day or week.

Your children ny, their children, too
Will H.iy with eultlug scorn :

" He did not go toBiiltimorc;
Where was the fellow born?"

Hi.s tears hurst forth iu copious floods
He gave bis eyes n dig,

"I wi.sh I could; I hate lo miss
Tho Eastcri. Puzzlera' League."

"But tell mo now. I do insist.
Why can't thin tiling be done."

He gulped it .sob, then sadly said:
" I don't know anyone."

"Ho! ho!" I roared, "and is that all?"
Why, bless inu, ibis is great.

Don't brothers nlwayit brothers greet
Where'er they congregate?"

Said he: " Well, tlial'a a fact. I'll come.
I believe I'll dance n jig.

Say! wnich for me! You'll see me at
The E.isleru Puzzlers' League!"
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Seo Bocst. 3
Authors of word-for- X. L. C. I. Hex Ford,

Dan D. Lyon, Eugene, Primrose, Tunste.

SOLVKKS.
Puzzles published during September and Octo-

ber, CO, lo which .solutions were received ns follows:
Alumnus, G. Iicc, CO; Frnnk Lynn, 59; C. Saw,
57; X. L. C. II., 52; Comrade. 13: Eittnb, Awiero,
Maleneo, Ben Trovato. 43; Bex Ford. 44; Dr. I. A.
D. Illako. 10; Bison. Kokehy. 3S; II. O. Mer. 32;
Darby. II. jr. Nut, Katrurn. 31: Frntitz, Nyn3. Will
o' the Wisp. Lew Ward. SO; Mrs. CI. 1. C. P. O.
9tage. 2 E. Z., 25; Primrose. Penrlie Glen, Lucile.
23; A. Dandy, Calvin. N. E. Moore. Guidon, Maude,
Dun IX Lyon, Lucrezius Borders. Cosolte. Lillian
Locke, 20; Tater?, 1S; T. 0. Boggan. Leone. Vet-em- n.

Mnzy Mnskor. Aidyl. Oloffc Innwhed. 13;
Solon, Zoroaster. Miss Fit, Hi Putin, Teepcekay,
17; PntBlot, 15; Carroll Ton. Serpcggiaudo. Janus,
13; Swamp Angel, Beech Nut, llnhlee, 12; Lydin,
Novus Homo. 11. R Mnrne, Two-Fort- y. 11: Arty
Fishel, Peimock. Nedmne. Cinders. Empty.

Joel II. Hint, TJrcdge, Arpel, Holly, Far-
away. 9; Dan Knight. 8; Clco. Winnie Wood. Be-
rnardo, See F. See, 7; N. O. Vice, 6; Poly, GI Gh-ti- c,

5; Annio Laurie, Zilda, I; Annette, Shoo Fly.
Carlo, Harry, 3: AdeUnte, Economy. Jo LTrniil,
C. Lam, 2; Jo King, Newcomer, II. D. J., Mils
Tick, K. T. Did. Damon, Orlando. W. D. J.. 1; Eu-
gene, 0. Total, 97. Complete lists, &

ntlZE "WINNERS.
1. Alumnus; 2. Colette; 3. Frank Lynn; 4. Har-

ry: 5. Orlando; 6. T. O'Boggnn; 7. Two-Fort- y;

8. Eugene. The tint seven receive each a bound
book; Bugeno takes n small calcc.

Prizes offered in our issue of Nov. 1 1 have been
nwnrded n.s follows: Mrs. I.. Lnndo, Gmi. E. See.
E. I,. Mini, for solutions; Giiardinper, N. O. Vice,
U. Neke. .work from new contributors; best half-squar- e,

Pnllas; beslGi.iMMKRGOWK diamond. Bex
Ford; rd pentagon and Bex Fokd square,
no contestant"; each "The Enigma" ono year.
Best butch of largo forms. Dan D. Lyon ; best largo
batch of forms. Bokchy; bestfluts; L'Allegro. Dar-
by, Iron Mask; each "Samanlha nt" Saratoga."
These awards form the wind-u- p of a most satisfac-
tory contest; over ISO puzzles having- - been re-

ceived during the short period of one month.

NEW riJZZLKS. NO. 222.
NO. 21-1- DELETION.

'Tis Christmas day.
The merriest day of all the year;

Laugh and bo gay.
Take of iia pleasure, give of its cheer'.

H

Zonhyr chimes aro stealing
O'er Judea's plnin.

Angel choirs are pealing
Loudest, sweetest strains.

Locked in infant slumbers
On his mother': breast,

While Heaven's soothing numbers
Lull him to his rest.

Lies the babe of glory,
Of Bedemption'd story.

Man long SECOND of guilt and sin,
Man long PK1.HAL by the fall,

Christ has come in love to win,
Christ the King nnd Lord of nil.

Peal ye Christmns hells of earth,
Sound yo golden harp1 above,

Ble the ilny of Heavely birth.
Proof of God's unchanging love.

Feantz, Biughumtoa, N. Y.

no. 2119-5- 0 alphabetical diamonds. .

(A) 1. A letter. 2. A town of Hungary. 3. Any
one of three canals of tho cochlea. 1. A town of
Italy. 5. Animating. C. Incomprehensible. 7. A
variety of canuel coal. (Cent.) 8. A southern
suburb of Calcutta. British India. 9. Arabian
writer aud poet; 500. 10. Gill. (Stand.) 11. A
letler.

(B) 1. P. O.. Tippecanoe County. Ind. 2. A
nnme of the great blue nnd yellow macaw. 3.
The fibrous sheath widen covers the pbragmacono
of the Belemiiites. 4. P. O.. Lawrence County,
Ind. 5. Automatic. (Cent.) 0. A modern reform-
ing theiatic sect among the Hindoos. 7. Materials
of wool or silk used for working the figures in
embroidery. 8. Greek major thirds, 9. American
nuthoress; 19th cent. 10. Mu-ic- nl syllables. 11.
A letter. Eugene, Cleveland, O.

NO. 2151 ANAGRA3L
Fit Bethlehem musie loud sates air.

Pealing, gently pealing,
Are the church bells far away.

Stealing, softly stealing.
Cornea the merry echo's lay.

From that ancient belfry grnling.
Floats the sound reverberating

To our ears, when humbly kneeling
On this glorious Christmas Day.

Betiding, shnrply rending
Willi their soul-inspiri- sway,

Blending, sweetly blending.
For the now-bor- n King to-da- y.

How the laud resounds with chiming.
'Bound the Throno the cherubs climbing

Chant Hoanunna while descending
To His cradlo in the bay.

Glenmlng. brightly gleaming
Are the candle flames at play,

Strcnmiug, purely streaming
'Mougst the altars, blooming, gay.

Carols sweet the choir is singing.
Peace on earth to mortals bringing.

Perfumed air with incense teeming
As our thoughts to Heaven stray.

Zouoaster, Philadelphia, Pa,

N03. 2152-- 3 DIAMONDS.
1. A letter. 2. A familiar name for white poplar-woo- d.

(Cent.) 3. A female name. 4. A genus of
percoid fishes. (Cent.) 5. A female nnme. 6.
King-bird- s of paradise. (Stand.) 7. A spark. S.
Complete terminations. 9. Mnces of nutmegs. 10.

A winglike organ. 11. A letter.
Bex Fokd, Alplaus, 2. x.

(To Guidon.)
1. A letter. 2. A name given lo several species

of plants. 3. Town of Nubia. (Wore.) 4. Span-

ish martvr; 290-30-4. 5. Permission. C. QUINNAT
SALMONS. 7. Appearances, ns of a halo of light,
surrounding tho edges of dark objects in a photo-
graphic picture. 8. Town, Hindoostnn, in Bag-lam- i.

(Wore) 9. Small mucous llocculi seen in
front of the cornea. (Dungl.) JO. Bivcrs near the
sen. (Stand.) 1L A letter.

" X. L. C. B., Lyons, I. T--. .

N0S. 2151-- 5 nALF-SQ-UARE- S.

L A letter. 2. A word occurring in Psalm
CXIX. Tho common European gull. 4. An as-

sart. 5. Anguish. (Stand.) G. Greek or Latin
proper name. 7. A sailor. S. English statesman;
h. 1S05. 9. Produced an abnormal flow of saliva in.
10. To salt or pickle, ns fish. 1L. Mock moons.
12. Having ono edge thinner than tho other, as a
board.

1. A letter. 2. Portuguese Jesuit theologian nnd
commentator; 1530-159- G. 3. But. (M. & S.) 4.
Italian painter; 17th Cent. 5. Jtaliau Jewish
vocnliat; 1793-185- 5. 6. American author; b. 1313.
7. Tho irodilessof wnr. 8. Any ono of the knightly
heroes commemorated iu the Pahuerin romances.
(Stand.) 9. Discussing roally. 10. Of, or pertain-
ing to, history. II. A salt of santoniuic acid. 12.
Certain angles, hi a skull.

Pallas, I'awlucket, B. I.

chat Yrrrn contkibtjtoks.
Beech Nut requests us to announce that his ab-

sence from homo will work the suspension of
Thedom until Feb. 1. Would that Emery's travels
might bring-hi- to Baltimore "to start the New
Year aright"! Our sympathy is extended to
Zenith nud Horizon, in the serious illness of the
latter. All their friends will join us in wishing she
may speedily regain her health. This week wit-

nesses tho commencement of a masterly series of
diamonds by our one-tim- e- copartner. If his effort
iu this Hue receives praise equal to that bestowed
upon Bex Ford's 20. Eugene may indeed consider

"himself well repaid for his labor. Shoo Fly au-

thorizes us to offer a copy of "Mr. Fortesquo" as
a prize to the persou who shall contribute the dia-

mond on QCtX'tUivVlRl containing the fewest tags.
In the event of our receiving mc than one tagless
combination, tho best one will be the prize-winne- r,

The first issue of St. Julian's "Mystic Tree"
shows the hand of the skilled nnd experienced
Editor. Send a dime for a year's subscription to
E. E. Hollingworlh, 201 Twelfth street, Itrnnklyn,
N. Y. J. E. W. tinds the answer to No. 2053 to bo
"A mad, uncanny, Pliila. poetaster's Summer
corn." Comrade's rhyming machine furnishes
aume verses worthy the League's Chairman of .Re-

ception Committee. Keineinber, friend-- , this Is
your last opportunity to send your dollars to the
Treasurer: also, yourappliciitiont for membership.
Addros Dr. J. S. P. Sessford. 1012 New Hampshire
avenue. Washington, 1). C: orhiinr your dues in
person to Ihillimoro, and it will better please all
concerned. This is how Comrade liewnlN the
fact that a comma appeared nfter "complete" in
his quatrain, lately printed: "Aueut that 'Traiw.
in Mystery shown, the punctuation I disown; for
anyone can clearly seo a comma tliero where none
should be. I K"eas 'twill make the solvers rave,
and like wild lunatics behave, nud on me fiercest
wrath condign, although the fault i- - jjours. not
nilne.,HrK.iihur severe on us, isn't it? Not. 071.
207.". nnd 2077 received many a favorahto notice,
and were- - uniformly pronounced A No. I.

l'2--'- 95. II. O. Ciieste::.

Children Cry for

7

OUR RURSL TOPICS,
m

Some Practical Suggestions for Our

Agricultural Readers

American Bacon.
Every American who goes abroad com-

ments npon tbo inevitable dish of bacon
which appears npon every English break-
fast table, ire does not understand the
national fondnes3 for it, nnd generally calls
for something: else. Ent ho gradually be-
comes reconciled to the inevitable and" par-
takes of it regularly after a time, generally
prefacing the request for another slice with
the remark, " Somehow I don't care mnch
for bacon at home." He never stops to ana-
lyze the quality of the dish beforo him, yet
that is really where the difference lies. Tho
foreign bacon is well streaked with lean and
has a sweeter flavor and a milder cure than
the American article.

"We have been so bnsy producing weight
that we have had no time to bestow any
attention to what that weight was made np
of. A3 a result there are very few good
bacon hogs in this conntry. This is largely
due to our habit of feeding: exclusively on
corn instead of the more nitrogenous foods,
such as wheat, middlings, bran, oats, grass,
milk, etc. These will make size rather than
fat and Will go far toward producing; well-streak- ed

bncon rather than the solid fat
which we have hitherto termed such. Of
course, corn will still remain the standard
food, bat it shonld be given in mnch
smaller quantities to produce firat-cla- ss

bncon.
Another obstacle to tho popularizing of

American bncon is its rankness. We are in
too great a hurry to get the curing done, the
meat sold nnd the money in our pockets.
In order to preserv the natural sweetness of
the meat it is essential to cure slowly. This
we do not do, and it is to our baste and im-

patience that the amallness of our returns
are due. American bncon cured in the
present hasty superficial methods can never
hope to become a National dish at home nor
can it compete abroad with the Irish and
Danish product. It will always bring a
much lower price as long as the English
housewife 13 tempted to its purchase through
motives of eeonomv, is forced to get rid of
or nt lenst to lessen the rank flavor bo ob-
jectionable to English palates, by steeping
it over night in sweet milk. Under these
circumstances we cannot hope to compete
with other nations in the higher quality of
pork products or to increase onr home con-
sumption as we ought to do.

riiosphate for Potatoes.
Potash rather than phosphate would seem

to he indicated as a fertilizer by analysis of
the potato. Yet many farmers have been
very successful applying a little phosphate
in each hill, not ouly increasing the yield,
bnt growing potatoes free from scab. On
heavy soil the application of superphos-
phate may make more potash available.
It always contains an excess of sulphuric
acid, which acts on the soil and fits its
potash for use. This same sulphuric acid
a'so probably destroys some of the fungus
which causes the scab. Ent the germicide
corrosive sublimate used as a weak dilu-
tion for the seed is more effective in pre-
venting scab thnn any other application.
The phosphate will need to be liberally sup-
plemented with potash for potato crops
grown on sandy soil, and some of the potash
should always be used on heavy soils, as
what they contain is often not in available
form to be used as plant food.

Cleaning; Up the Farm.
At this season it is a good plan to gather

np whatever rubbish remains about the
place, pile it in heaps and burn it. Thi3
should include weeds which have been ne-
glected and allowed to seed. It takes a hot
fire to make sure of the destruction of weed
seeds. Some of them, as the heat dries and
ciacksttheir pods, fall to fhe ground, where,
in a fire of dried weeds, there is an accumu-
lation of carbonic acid gas that prevents the
lower part of the heap from burning. It, ia
only by br.skly stirring up the bottom of the
fire that this carbonic acid gas is dissipated,
and oxygen can besnpplied to make the lower
port of the heap burn. "When there is a lit-
tle wind the lower part of a heap of weeds
always burn poorly.

TVlieu to "Water Horses.
Always water your horses the first thing

in the morning, and do not let the water be
too cold. If it is too cold you will probably
have a case of colic. Water is best when ifc

is about 10 warmer than the outside air in
Winter, and as much cooler in Summer
Give the hay before the grain, so that the
stomach may be partially filled before the j

concentrated food gets into it. Better still,
feed chopped feed. Mix the ground grain
with dampened hay or fodder, and give the
largest feed at night, when the horse has
time to digest it. Fat and food for the mus-
cles are made when the horse is at rest.

"Don't Tobacco-Sp- it or Smoke Your Lifo
Away."

Name of tho littlo book just received tella
about Notobac, tho wonderful, harmless, eco-
nomical cure for chewing, smoking, cigaret, or
snuff habic You run no physical or financial
risk, for Notobac is absolutely guaranteed to
cure or money refunded. Your druggist's got
it or will get it. Write for the book mailed
free. The Sterling Remedy Co., Box 3, In-
diana Mineral Springs, Ind. Agents wanted.

WONDERFUL 'INDIA PAPER.
Secret of Its Making; is Known to Only

Three I'ersons.
Book Reviews.

The marvelous Oxford India paper was first
introdnced in 1S75. Since then it has revolu
tionized the Bible and prayer-boo- k trade, and
it is now used for all the more popular devo-

tional books throughout the world.
In the year 18-1- 1 an Oxford graduate is said

to have brought home from the far East a
small fold of extremely thin paper, which
was manifestly more opaqneand tough forits
substance than any paper then manufactured
in Enrope. He presented it to the Clarendon
Press.

The late Mr. Thomas Combe, who had only
recently been appointed printer to the Uni-
versity, found it to be just sufficient for 24
copies of the smallest Bible then in existence

diamond 24mo and printed an edition of
that number which bore the date 1842. The
books wese barely a third of the usual thick-
ness, aud althongh as mucli as 100 apieco
was offered for them no copies were sold, and
they were presented to the Queen and other
distinguished persons.

All efforts to trace the paper to it3 source
were futile, and, as years rolled on, the
circumstance was forgotten. But early in
1874 a copy fell into the hands of Mr. Arthur
E. Miles, who showed it to Mr. Frowde, and
experiments were at once set on foot at the
Oxford University paper mills, with the ob--
iect of producing a similar paper.

The first attempts were failures, but suc-
cess was achieved, aud Aug. 24, 1875, an edi-
tion of the diamond 24uio Bible, similar in
all respects to the 24 copies printed in 1842,
was placed on sale. This was the first Ox-

ford Bible published by Mr. Frowde.
The feat of compression was looked upon as

astounding, the demand was enormous, and
before very loug a quarter of a million copies
had been sold.

The paper when subjected to severe rub-
bing, instead of breaking into holes, assumed
a texture resembling cbumoisc leather, and a
strip only three inches wide was found ab'e
to support a quarter of a hundredweight; with-
out yielding.

The secret of its manufacture, ib may be
said, is known to only three living beings'.

Pitcher's Castorla,


